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bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ Center (NIWRC) is άŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ to reclaiming 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴέ

National Indian Resource Center funded by the Family Violence Prevention Services 
Administration since 2010

Serving Indian Nations, Alaska native villages, Native Hawaiians and tribal 
communities

Our Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ έǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
by supporting culturally grounded grass-Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅέ
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NATIONALCENTERONDOMESTICVIOLENCETRAUMAANDMENTALHEALTH

U.S. DHHS Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Family and 
Youth Services Bureau, Family Violence Prevention and Services 
Program:

Special Issue Resource Center Dedicated to Addressing the Intersection 
of Domestic Violence, Trauma, Substance Use, and Mental Health

Å Comprehensive Array of Training & Technical Assistance Services and 
Resources

Å Research and Evaluation

Å Policy Development and Analysis

Å Public Awareness
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NCDVTMH is supported by Grant #90EV0437-01-00from 
the Administration on Children, Youth and Families, 
Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. Points of view in this 
document are those of the presenters and do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions or policies of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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OBJECTIVES

ÁDescribe common forms of mental health and substance 
use coercion 

ÁDescribe the impact of mental health and substance use 
coercion on survivors of IPV and their children

ÁDescribe the implications of mental health and substance 
use coercion for tribal court professionals
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ADDRESSINGTRAUMA, 
MENTALHEALTH, 
SUBSTANCEUSEAND

INTIMATEPARTNER

VIOLENCE(IPV)



Tribal Law & Policy Institute   www.Home.TLPI.org 8

WHAT ARE THE CONNECTIONS

IPV has significant health, mental health, and substance use-related effects

There are high rates of IPV and other trauma among people accessing substance use 
disorder (SUD) treatment

People who abuse their partners actively use substance use issues against their 
partners as a tactic of control.

Lt± ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎŜ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ 
treatment. 

Substance use is a major cause of child removal

Integrated approaches to IPV, trauma, and substance use are critical to the safety and 
recovery of survivors and their children



Tribal Law & Policy Institute   www.Home.TLPI.org 9

WHATISDOMESTICVIOLENCE?

Domestic Violence (DV) is a pattern of assaultive and coercive behaviorsdesigned 
to dominate and control a partner through fear and intimidation

People who perpetrate DV use a combination of coercive tactics that include 
physical assault, sexual violation, psychological abuse, economic control, social 
isolation, stalking, deprivation, intimidation, and threats, including:

ÁThreats and coercion related to deportation, custody, reproduction, disability, HIV status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, substance use, mental health, housing, economic stability, and 
access to services.

ÁThese behaviors result in physical and psychological harm
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PREVALENCEOFIPV IN THEUS

Lifetime IPV, Rape, Stalking or Physical Victimization

Á35.6% of women; 28.5% of men

Rates are as high or higher among people who are lesbian, gay and bisexual

Á43.8% of lesbian women; 61.1% of bisexual women; 26.0% of gay men; 37.3% of bisexual men;* 
25%-54% trans individuals**

Rates are highestamong American Indian and Alaska Native communities

Womenmore likely to experience multiple forms of IPV and to be more severely 
affected
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Women: Increased PTSD, 
depression, suicidality, chronic pain, 
insomnia, and substance/opioid use; 
High rates of IPV among women dx 
with a SMI

LGBTQ individuals: Higher rates of 
depression and substance use 
among gay men; Incr. SU associated 
with gender abuse of transgender 
women

IPV HASSIGNIFICANTMH & SU EFFECTS


